And so beginning straightway thus said she:
"I have an angel lover that loves me,
And with a great love, whether I wake or sleep,
He will my body ever guard and keep.

"And if he feels (and this is truth," she said)

"That you will touch or love me vulgarly,

At once he'll slay and leave you with the dead,

And in your days of youth thus shall you die;

And if you love me cleanly, so say I,

Hell love you as now me, for your cleanness,

And show you all his joy and his brightness."

Valerian, checked thus as God would mould,

Replied: "If I'm to trust you, let me see

That angel with my eyes and him behold;

And if that it a very angel be,

Then will I do as you have asked of me;

And if you love another man, forsooth

Right with this sword then will I slay you both."

Cecilia replied right in this wise:

"If you so wish, that angel shall you see,

So you believe in Christ a^hd you baptize.

Go forth to Via Appia," *, said she,

"That from this:4o\^;is'*clistant but miles three,

And to the poor folk who in that place dwell

Say to them what 111 now proceed to tell.

"Tell them that I, Cecilia, have sent

You to the good man Urban, who is old,

For secret need, and with a good intent.

And when this holy Urban you behold,

Tell him the thing that I to you have told;

And when he shall have purged you of your sin,

That angel shall you see ere thence you win."

Valerian to that place got him gone,

And just as he*d been told about the thing,

He found this ancient saint, Urban, anon,

iA district near Rome   (not the famous highway) where the
earliest catacombs were located.

492